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About me

◦ MA(Ed), PGCE, Fellow of SET, Associate 

CIPD, EdD student

◦ Almost 20 years experience in education

◦ Community tutor, project leader, IQA, 

quality assurance manager

◦ Diverse experience – colleges, charities, 

training providers, university, prison and 

probation service

◦ Subjects – arts and crafts, psychology, 

sociology, employability skills, maths, 

English, ICT, learning and development



Early years…

• ‘Cut my teeth’ at WEA 

(Workers Educational 

Association)

• Social justice – 

democratic learner led 

approach

• Partnerships with MIND, 

Salvation Army, Age 

Connects, Stroke 

Association



Benefits of community arts education

◦ Community

◦ Non-judgemental space

◦ Friendships, laughter & joy

◦ Tackling loneliness and deprivation

◦ Providing structure and support

◦ Developing confidence and skills
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Benefits of the 
arts

https://www.tandfonline.c

om/doi/abs/10.1080/0039

3541.2013.11518905 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00393541.2013.11518905
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00393541.2013.11518905
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/00393541.2013.11518905
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https://www.tandfonline.c

om/doi/abs/10.1080/1753

3015.2016.1193550 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17533015.2016.1193550
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17533015.2016.1193550
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/17533015.2016.1193550
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om/doi/abs/10.1080/1932

5614.2010.533396 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19325614.2010.533396
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19325614.2010.533396
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/19325614.2010.533396
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Benefits of the 
arts

https://www.emerald.com

/insight/content/doi/10.11

08/17465729200700024/full

/html 

https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/17465729200700024/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/17465729200700024/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/17465729200700024/full/html
https://www.emerald.com/insight/content/doi/10.1108/17465729200700024/full/html


Funding cuts…

◦ Between 2011/12 and 2016/17 the 

Welsh Government cut revenue grant 

funding to the FE sector by £22 million.

◦ In real terms, funding for part-time 

provision has seen a reduction of 71% 

over the same period.

◦  As a result, funding for part-time FE 

was reduced by 37.5% in 2014/15 and 

the remaining funding was cut again 

by a further 50% in 2015/16.

◦ (GSR 2022)

https://www.gov.wales/analysis-effects-funding-cuts-part-time-learners-further-education-wales-2014-2017-summary-html
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Funding cuts…



Bread and 
Roses 

Suffrage – Helen Todd

Trade Union movement
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Call to action!



Thank you for 
listening!

Any questions?
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Let’s stay in 
touch!

areardonjames@gmail.com

X/Twitter @areardonjames

LinkedIn 

www.linkedin.com/in/anne-

reardon-james

mailto:areardonjames@gmail.com
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